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Monroe County 

It’s officially FAIR SEASON! We thank you for your patience as we roll 

out the all new  

Virtual Showcase and Auction 
The virtual showcase and auction is being planned only for this year 

and is not meant to be a full replacement of our normal Monroe Coun-

ty Fair and/or 4-H Youth Division experiences. We recognize that we 

cannot have the same experience as we have in the past, but this at 

least allows youth the opportunity to learn, to develop and improve 

their skills, and to showcase their hard work and talents. Being that the 

showcase is in a virtual format, the layout is going to look very different 

from usual and follow a different process and timeline leading up to 

the traditional fair week—August 2-8, 2020.    

In order to take part in the virtual showcase, you need to make sure you have 

registered and paid participation fees for 4-H for this year! If you have not 

done so already, visit www.4HOnline.com and finish your registration 

for 4-H. Participation Fees can be paid when the MSUE Office re-opens. 

July 7th. Contact Bailey Biniecki (binieck4@msu.edu) with any ques-

tions/concerns about payment and registration processes .  

 

** Payments submitted to our office after March 15th have not been pro-

cessed due to Covid-19 closures. Please be aware that these checks will be 

deposited around July 20th.  

July 2020 

Contact Us 

Bailey Biniecki 
Support Staff 
734-240-3182 

binieck4@msu.edu 
 

Sara Lewis  
4-H Program Coordinator  

734-240-3174  
seitzsa1@msu.edu  

 
Sarah Misiak 

4-H Program Coordinator 
734-240-3188 

misiaksa@msu.edu 
 

Address 
963 S. Raisinville Rd  
Monroe, MI 48161  

 
Main 734-240-3170 
Fax 734-240-3183  

msue.monroe@county.ms
u.edu 

 
Web Site 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/
county/monroe/

Find us on Facebook at: 

 Monroe County, MI  4-H 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001wpfRoWRzBF4s6S19YpE38O8jJCB0A9JW1wtSKYmHj4kqvUjPTVJvyRoDfrhDczeYZLwUqW1y1e_vmotXbDSrntme5bN4484J1bJBgo97redBQFMQ3_dWp914TONotl
mailto:binieck4@msu.edu


July 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  

VIRTUAL     

SHOWCASE   

REGISTRATION 

OPENS10AM 

2 3 4 

5 6 

 

7 8 

7PM SHOOT-

ING SPORTS  

9 

5-6PM OPEN 

OFFICE HOURS 

WITH 4-H STAFF 

10 

 

11 

12 

 

13 

7PM HORSE & 

PONY ZOOM 

14 

CLOVERBUD 

CHEFF 

15 

7PM JLA ZOOM 

16 

7PM FAIR ADVI-

SORY BOARD 

ZOOM 

17 18 

Shooting Sports 

Fair Shoot 

 

Dog Fun Match 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

PROJECT     

REGISTRATION 

CLOSES AT 5PM 

25 

26 27 

 

28 29 30 31  

You can now view our google calendar with all the latest up-

dates, including Zoom connection information, on our website. 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=monroecounty4hprogram%40gmail.com&ctz=America%

2FNew_York 

Project Judging 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=monroecounty4hprogram%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=monroecounty4hprogram%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York


August 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

JUDGES       

RESULTS     

PUBLISHED 

 

3 4 5 6 

 

7 

 

8 

BEEF, SHEEP, 

SWINE POOLED 

TRANSPORTA-

TION @ FAIR-

GROUNDS 

9 

SAA YOUTH TO 

CONTACT AND 

MAKE           

ACCOMDATIONS 

WITH BUYERS 

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 

 

25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

SAA Virtual Auction 10am– 10pm 

JLA Virtual Auction 10am-10pm 
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Virtual Showcase 

& Auction Timeline 

 July 1 (Wed): Registration opens at 10am, 4-H members can begin 

registering for all classes. When registering, 4-H members are also 

submitting the project itself – the registrations can be started, 

saved, and edited over a period of time 

 July 24 (Fri): Registration closes at 5 pm for all classes 

 July 27-31: Judging across all project areas 

 August 2 (Sun): All judging results are published 

 August 3 (Mon) 10am-August 5 (Weds) 10pm: Junior Livestock 

Association Auction (Beef, Sheep, Swine) 

 August 5 (Weds) 10am-August 7 (Fri) 10pm: Small Animal Associ-

ation Auction (Broilers, Roasters, Geese, Turkeys, Fryer Rabbits, 

Meat Pen Rabbits, Roaster Rabbits) 

 August 8 (Sat): Large livestock will be shipped out to Jerome 

Country Market, Napoleon Livestock, or UPI; Small Animals desig-

nated as ‘resale’ will be collected 

July Office Hours 

Our office is now open with limited hours 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 

8:30am-4:30pm 

Masks are required to enter the building. 

4-H staff are still working remotely. The following “open office hours” 
are available via Zoom. 

July 9th 5-6PM 
Sara and Sarah are also available to assist you via phone or email.  
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Monroe County 4-H 

Virtual Showcase FAQ 

How do we register? The registration process will take place here 

http://monroecountyfair.fairentry.com/  This site is integrated with your 

4honline.com account, so you will login with that same family email 

and password. Please contact us if you have problems logging on. You 

should NOT create a new account.  

What classes will look like? When you register, you will also be sub-

mitting the project itself. Submission of projects will mainly be upload-

ing still photos of the project; there are some classes (i.e. showman-

ship) that will ask for a video upload. Small and large livestock projects: 

keep in mind the first photo you upload into the system is the photo 

that will be displayed on the Auction web page. Some project areas 

will ask you questions about your project during registration; this 

would be similar to a judge asking you questions when you presented 

the project to them. When you register a project it will ask if you want 

that project to be shared on our Monroe County FairEntry website; this 

website would be similar to displaying your still exhibits in the exhibit 

buildings for friends, family, and community members to see 

What projects can we submit? Some traditional project areas are not 

available on this platform. Visit our website to view the 2020 Premium 

Catalog along with  a list of eliminated classes and an addendum. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/monroe/monroe_county_4_h/monroe-county-4-h-virtual-

auction-and-showcase  Printed Premium Catalogs are also available at the 

Monroe County Fair office, MSU Extension office, Tractor Supply 

(Monroe and Dundee) Family Farm and Home, Ida Farmers Co-op, 

Maybee Co-op, Ottawa Lake Co-op, and Masserants Feed and Grain 

(Monroe and Temperance) 

What about Livestock projects? Showman 

who completed YQCA and submitted their 

pre-registration forms by June 1st are eligible 

to enter their animal projects.  

http://monroecountyfair.fairentry.com/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/monroe/monroe_county_4_h/monroe-county-4-h-virtual-auction-and-showcase
https://www.canr.msu.edu/monroe/monroe_county_4_h/monroe-county-4-h-virtual-auction-and-showcase






All animals of the same species will be listed in alphabetical order by the last name of the 

youth member 



Competition Time! 
Now more than ever, showman should be reaching out to potential buyers. Join in this challenge for 

some friendly competition. 

Buyers Letter Competition Criteria Explanations 

 
Be creative-it does not have to be in a formal letter format. Total possible points 50 

It must be limited to one page. 
 
1. Letter is appropriate to the age of youth. Possible point value: + 2  

Does the letter have the feel and appropriateness for the age of the exhibitor? 
 
2. No spelling or grammatical errors. Possible point value: +2  

Check that the words are spelled correctly and that it is the appropriate word to use. Sentences are 
structured correctly. 

 
3. Invite the buyer to the Auction with all the correct information included: fair dates, auction dates, your club 
name, your name and what project you are in, contact information of 4-H Program Coordinator, Sara Lewis, 
for auction questions. Possible point value: +10 
 
4. Pictures or graphics are a part of the letter. This will assist the buyer in knowing who they are looking for 
on the online auction. Possible point value: +4 
 
5. Mention the fact that there are other exhibitors out there that they can still help if they are not able to get 
your animal, (Sibling, club, 4-H). Possible point value: +4 
 
6. Purpose of the letter-what is your plan after selling your animal? Why should the person buy your animal? 
Possible point value: +4 
 
7. Is anything handwritten? The letter or a handwritten note as part of the computerized letter. Is it signed? 
Possible point value: +4 
 
8. Information that personalizes the letter to the buyer. Show that there is a connection between the exhibitor 
and the potential buyer. Demonstrate in the letter that the exhibitor realizes what the business/person does 
or how they can relate to each other. Possible point value: +10 
 
9. The “voice” of the writer is evident. Mention of goals, accomplishments, information about the 
exhibitor (age, years in project, etc.), skills learned, experiences you have had in the project, how this has 
helped you, relate this to other areas regarding life experiences. You don't need to list everything just give a 
general overview of highlights. Possible point value: +10 
 
Penalties-Do NOT put these items in your letter. If the following items are mentioned, the points will be sub-
tracted from the total earned. 
 
1. Taxes-Any mention of potential tax deduction or contribution - lose 10 points 
2. Any mention of a buyer banquet or recognition program-lose 10 points 
3. Use of: To Whom It May Concern, Dear Buyer, Dear Business Owner, or any other generic title-lose 5 
points 

 

Email letter to: Sara Lewis at seitzsa1@msu.edu by July 24, 2020!  

mailto:seitzsa1@msu.edu


Royalty Update 

Moving forward, starting with what would have been the 2020 Monroe County Fair, in 
an effort to ensure DEI (diversity, equity and inclusion) expectations and initiatives are 
met, there will no longer be the long-standing, traditional 4-H Royalty Program in Mon-
roe County. The four youth who are currently serving will be the last representatives in 
this role as Monroe County 4-H King, Queen, Prince and Princess—their term will con-
clude officially as of the end of the program year (August 31).  We are in a time of transi-
tion and change for the future of the 4-H Royalty program, locally and statewide. While 
there are no plans put in place at this time to offer a replacement program with similar 
efforts, it remains the commitment of the Monroe County 4-H Program and MSU Exten-
sion to recognize youth for their accomplishments and empower youth to grow, learn 
and lead.  
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STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

4-H Events and Workshops  
D j 

June 2: 4-H Teen Tuesday—Meet the Michigan 4-H State Youth Leadership  

Council 

Zoom webinar 

Current 4-H members can connect each Tuesday with their peers across the state while  

learning about a wide array of 4-H project areas.  
www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-teen-tuesday-meet-the-michigan-4-h-state-youth-leadership-

council-1 

 

June 4: 4-H at 4 on Thursdays 

Zoom webinar 

These weekly 45 minute sessions are designed to provide an overview of a variety of 4-H  

programs and activities for 8 to 12 year-old youth.  

www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-at-4-on-thursdays 

 

June 4: Ocean Explorers 

Zoom webinar 

Join your 4-H friends and marine educator Madison Dix on a virtual discovery of sea life! Learn 

about amazing creatures, their habitats, and stewardship issues surrounding ocean ecosystems.  

www.canr.msu.edu/events/2020-4-h-ocean-explorers-1 

 

June 4: Adulting 101 Series– Household Tasks 

Zoom webinar 

This event will help youth navigate life and college. In this session, learn the right way to iron, 

make a bed, sew a button, set a table and more.   

www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-mayseries-householdtasks 

 

June 9: 4-H Teen Tuesday—Making Money at Home This Summer 

Zoom webinar 

Current 4-H members can connect each Tuesday with their peers across the state while  

learning about a wide array of 4-H project areas.  

www.canr.msu.edu/events/june-9-4-h-teen-tuesday-making-money-at-home-this-

summer-1 

 

June 20: Missaukee 4-H Summer Classic Virtual No-Fit Heifer & Steer Show 

Zoom webinar 

Join this opportunity to build confidence and hear feedback from judge Randy Barnes This 

show is open to all Michigan 4-H members. 

www.canr.msu.edu/events/missaukee-4-h-summer-classic-virtual-no-fit-heifer-steer-

show 

 

View more virtual events at canr.msu.edu/Online4MI.  

Virtual 4-H 

programming 

guidelines for 

volunteers 

When face-to-face 
programming is not possible 
due to social distancing, virtual 
4-H experiences are 
opportunities for 4-H groups to 
continue engaging together. 
Though virtual programs may 
never fully replace the 
relationships built by meeting 
in-person, they can also 
supplement face-to-face 
programming. But how can you 
make sure virtual programs are 
successful?  
 
MSU Extension recently 
released a helpful document 
that can guide 4-H volunteers 
in using technology to the 
fullest potential. This resource 
provides volunteers with 
expectations for leading virtual 
programs with youth and best 
practices for success.  
 
Access “Virtual 4-H 
Programming Guidelines for 
Volunteers” online at 
canr.msu.edu/resources/virtual
-4-h-programming-guidelines-
for-volunteers. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-teen-tuesday-meet-the-michigan-4-h-state-youth-leadership-council-1
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-teen-tuesday-meet-the-michigan-4-h-state-youth-leadership-council-1
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-at-4-on-thursdays
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/2020-4-h-ocean-explorers-1
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-mayseries-householdtasks
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/june-9-4-h-teen-tuesday-making-money-at-home-this-summer-1
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/june-9-4-h-teen-tuesday-making-money-at-home-this-summer-1
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/missaukee-4-h-summer-classic-virtual-no-fit-heifer-steer-show
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/missaukee-4-h-summer-classic-virtual-no-fit-heifer-steer-show
https://www.canr.msu.edu/rlr/Events/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/virtual-4-h-programming-guidelines-for-volunteers
https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/virtual-4-h-programming-guidelines-for-volunteers
https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/virtual-4-h-programming-guidelines-for-volunteers
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STATEWIDE NEWS AREA  

4-H Spartan Coding Camp goes virtual!  

Explore the exciting field of computer coding at MSU Extension’s 
newest premier pre-college program—virtually! Whether you have 
prior computer coding knowledge, or have never even thought about 
it, you will gain valuable coding skills at this fun STEM summer 
camp being hosted online from June 22-25. 
 
Virtual 4-H Spartan Coding Camp campers will enjoy experiences 

such as:  

 Developing your own tech ideas; designing and coding an application from scratch; and 
attracting users to your product!  

 Learning the fundamentals of launching a product.  

 Discovering the essentials of web design and development.  

 Practicing coding skills in HTML, CSS, JS, Ruby, Rails and Github.  

 Enhancing your passion for technology and growing real-world skills.  

 Exploring career opportunities available at MSU!  
 
After the camp is over, youth will continue to learn and practice at their own pace with nearly 60 
hours of self-paced online lessons that allow you to further hone your coding skills.  

4-H Spartan Coding Camp is open to youth entering grades 9-12 in the fall of 2020. Attendees 
should have a computer with internet and the ability to video conference (microphone and 
webcam). Registration is now open. Learn more at www.canr.msu.edu/4-h-spartan-coding-camp/
index. 

The cost to attend this four-day camp is $320 and includes tech support, post-camp support, and 
program fees. Current Michigan 4-H members receive a $20 discount. Questions? Contact Christine 
Miller at 517-552-6905 or johns832@msu.edu. 4-H Spartan Coding Camp is offered in collaboration 
with CodeNow.  

Michigan 4-H’ers pledge their hands to 
larger service in a time of need 
 

Across the state, county and globe, COVID-19 has upended everyday 
life in nearly every way. In Michigan, families and communities 
struggle to adapt to closed schools and businesses while working to 
preserve their own health, well-being and sense of normalcy. For 
many Michigan 4-H’ers, lending a helping hand is part of that normal, 
and many have sprung into action to help their communities during this unprecedented time. 

Across the state, 4-H’ers have found many ways to serve their communities while practicing social 
distancing. Among them were: 

 Kalkaska County 4-H member Amy Saxton issued a 4-H Dare to Serve Challenge for other  
4-H’ers to join in her Cards for a Cause efforts, encouraging youth to send cards to individuals 
living in adult foster care homes not able to receive visitors at this time. 

 Similarly, 4-H’ers in Lapeer and Schoolcraft counties wrote letters and cards of kindness to 
residents of local senior centers and nursing homes. 

 Alger County 4-H’ers volunteered to shop for seniors who didn’t feel safe traveling to the store to 
purchase their groceries and other supplies. 

 4-H’ers across the state sewed masks at home to donate to people in need. 

 The Sebations, a 4-H family in St. Clair Co., re-purposed a fair billboard thanking essential 
workers. 
 

“I continue to be impressed by the overwhelming generosity and creativity of our 4-H members, 
volunteers and staff across the state to continue the 4-H mission,” said Jacob DeDecker, Michigan  
4-H state leader. “Our 4-H community remains committed to helping one another.”  

MSU Extension 
offers at-home 

hands-on learning 
for youth 

To support families and 
caregivers with youth at 
home during the COVID-19 
pandemic, MSU Extension 
has put together a weekly 
list of DIY activities and 
online events. Choose from 
daily childhood 
development, career 
exploration, STEM, healthy 
living and leadership 
activities - or choose them 
all! There’s even two quick 
resources to support parents 
and caregivers during these 
unprecedented times. We 
hope this helpful resource 
will provide a weekly dose of 
fun and learning while 
staying safe at home.  
 
View the resources at 
extension.msu.edu/
weeklyactivities.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.canr.msu.edu/4-h-spartan-coding-camp/index
http://www.canr.msu.edu/4-h-spartan-coding-camp/index
https://www.canr.msu.edu/family/Educational-Resources-for-School-Closures/Weekly-Activities-for-Youth/index
https://www.canr.msu.edu/family/Educational-Resources-for-School-Closures/Weekly-Activities-for-Youth/index

